Twenty-Four Eyes 
NIJUSHI NO HITOMI 二十四の瞳 

B & W / Standard / 1954 / 155 min. / Shochiku (Ofuna) 

Directed by: Kinoshita Keisuke 
Screenplay by: Kinoshita Keisuke 
Photography by: Kusuda Hiroyuki 
Art Direction by: Nakamura Kimihiko 
Music by: Kinoshita Chuji 
Based on a novel by: Tsuboi Sakae 
Producer: Kuwata Ryotaro 

CAST: 
Oishi Hisako, a teacher: Takamine Hideko 
Kagawa Masuno: Tsukioka Yumeji 
Kawamoto Matsue: Igawa Kuniko 
Okada Isokichi: Tamura Takahiro 
A male teacher: Ryu Chishu 
His wife: Urabe Kumeko 
Hisako's mother: Natsukawa Shizue 
Hisako's husband: Amamoto Eisei 
A shopkeeper: Kiyokawa Nijiko 


SETTING: Shodo Island in the Inland Sea from 1928 to 1946 

SYNOPSIS: 
The story unfolds in the spring of 1928 when OISHI HISAKO takes over as the new teacher in the island's branch primary school. With her starting their school life are 12 pupils from the village, the sons and daughters of the shop-keepers. 
OISHI's name means literally "big stone." As she is not so much taller than the former teacher, her pupils quickly nickname her "KOISHI" (lit. small stone), but the villagers are reluctant to accept her at first. They criticize the fact that she wears western clothes instead of kimono and that she rides a bicycle from her home to school in a manner unbefitting a proper school-teacher. 
OISHI HISAKO goes experiences the heartbreak and love of a young school-teacher who is sincerely interested in her work and her young pupils. One day OISHI's leg is broken because of a pit the children made as a joke, and she cannot teach at school for a while. Children try to visit her, but it takes longer than they expected and begin to cry, when the journey drains them. By chance, they meet her and are taken to her home. This incident strengthens their bond to OISHI. 
OISHI is transferred to the principal school, and the children grow up, attend the school and OISHI once again becomes their teacher. She takes her pupils, now in the fifth grade, on an excursion. She then learns that one of her pupils has become a restaurant waitress. When her mother died, the girl was sent away by her father, who was too poor to care for her. 
OISHI marries the captain of a sightseeing boat and raises a family of her own. The pupils suffer heartbreak of when they can't go on to music school or to a career they dreamed of because of family circumstances. The boys all say that they want to become soldiers. The teacher tells them she dislikes war and soldiers, but the boys are determined to serve their country. As Japan's Government increased its war effort, the new atmosphere is reflected within the tiny island in the Japan Inland Sea. There are continually more and more boys going off war, parades and continuous air raids. 
It's eight years later, and the war is over. The village cemetery is filled with the graves of the boys who became soldiers. OISHI's husband also died in war. Her own children talk about war and she feels a combination of anger and despair. 
Finally, OISHI, now well along in years, returns to the old branch school to resume her teaching. Among her new pupils, there are children or sisters of her former pupils. Her former pupils reunite for a welcome party but only a few girls and one blind boy, who had lost his sight in the war, attend. It has been a long road for both the pupils, the teacher and the country. As a token of their gratitude, her former pupils present her with a shiny, new bicycle just like the one she used to ride when she first came to the branch school. 

NOTES: 
This film depicts the story of heart to heart relationship between an elementary school teacher and twelve pupils on a small island in the Inland Sea. Through the eyes of the teacher and her pupils are reflected the political and economic changes in Japan from the 1920s until the end of war. The story shows the inevitable tragedies of the pupils' destiny who were once living in peace on the small island. 
This film moved millions of Japanese people since it was produced when the war experiences were still living memories among Japanese people. It is said that this film had people shed the most tears in Japanese film history. The lyricism of the director KINOSHITA KEISUKE is well developed in this film, and that year it won most of film awards in Japan. 
This film became a representative work in the career of TAKAMINE HIDEKO, and she won most of the awards for best actress in following years. Since this story extends over 18 years and children grow up in the film, real brothers and sisters were casted as the same pupils in each and all KINOSHITA KEISUKE's films were arranged by the director's brother, KINOSHITA CHUJI. In this particular film many school music pieces are used, and these audio stimuli recall childhood memories for many Japanese. 
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